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Ponds and other waterbodies

Ponds are highly beneficial for wildlife
and it is unfortunate that many have
disappeared from our countryside.
Species such as frogs, toads and newds
cannot complete their lifecycle without
access to ponds or other standing water.
A senes of ponds across the golf course
will act as stepping stones and enable
species to disperse across the lecal

landscape. Pond in the Weaid of Kent @ KWT

Ponds should only ever be fed from a natural ground source or rainwater

if possible, the pond should have at least some shallow edges since these
provide a wider range of habitats for wildlife. The
temperature of the water in the shallow areas will
be warmer and in dry periods, when the water level
drops, there will be a wader area of bare ground
exposed which invertebrates will use (the drawdown
zone). Different species of plant will colonise the
deeper and shallower areas, thus providing a wide
range of vegetation for the larvae of species such
as dragonflies to shelter in

A buffer strip of tall grass around ditches, streams
and ponds will provide food and shelter for reptiles,
amphibians and invertebrates and should link in to
nearby wildlife areas such as woodland edge and
scrub. It can aiso act as a filter and prevent run-off from herbicide or fertiliser
from entening the water. If possible, make the margin several metres wide.

Four-spot chaser D S Weeks

If the pond is silting up, then ensure that
only one third of the pond is cleared in any
one year and only in the winter months.
The cleared matenal should be left beside
the pond to enable any animals to retum
to the water. Check for the presence of
great crested newts before doing any
management work as these are protected
by law.

Invasive species such as New Zealand
pigmyweed, Himalayan balsam and
Japanese knotweed can be a particular
problem and need to be controlled

Boggy area at V\hnstablc and Scasalcr Golf Cub
©KWT
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Involving members

Enhancing a golf course for
wildlife involves not just the course §
managers and their staff but also
the management committee and
the club members. Below are

some suggestions for ways in

which to bring everyone on board Bat evening 8t Nels Golf Club © A Cheeseman

« a programme of guided walks and evening talks with local wildlife enthusiasts.
Spring dawn chorus walks are popular and avoid disruption to players

« well designed interpretation boards situated at strategic points on the course,
leaflets and a noticeboard with species records in the clubhouse

« grants are sometimes available for management work such as coppicing,
including the Environmental Stewardship and England Woodland Grant
Schemes. Kent Wildlife Trust can provide help with applying for these grants

* a number of awards for environmental best
practice are available. Why not enter your golf
course and show everyone what a wonderful
place for wildlife it is? Details are available from
the R&A website.

« keep a record of what species have been
seen, when and where. In this way, staff can
get a sense of how well the local wildlife is
responding to any changes in management and
can adjust management regimes if need be.
Records can be sent to the Kent and Medway
Biological Records Centre.

- create a conservation task group, which could include keen members who
enjoy practical outdoor work but could also include some other local volunteers.
Tasks such as making bat or bird boxes, scything, raking up cuttings, coppicing
by hand and creating log piles are all popular activities. Horwever the group
could also do some wildlife monitoning such .

as breeding bird surveys or butterfly transects.

* there are sometimes opportunities around
the clubhouse for wildlife gardening, including
putting in ponds, native-species hedges,

bird feeders and bird boxes. Fruit trees and
pollen and nectar-nch wildflower borders

can contribute to a wildlife-rich environment
and still provide an elegant backdrop to the
buildings.

BN

Kent Widife Trust workshop at
Wiklernesse Club © KWT
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About Kent Wildlife Trust

Founded in 1958, Kent Wildlife Trust is the leading conservation charity in Kent and
Medway. The Trust has five visitor centres and over 60 nature reserves and manages
well over 3,000 hectares of land for wildlife. It is an independent chanty and receives
no government funding. It is @ membership organisation with over 30,000 members
and relies on membership, donations and grant funding to enable it o carry oul its
vital work to conserve Kent's natural hentage,

The Trust is @ member of The Wildlife Trusts, a network of 47 independent Wildlife
Trusts, the fastest growing environmental movement in the UK.

Our Land Management Advice team has provided advice and support to landowners
and faymers in Kent for many years now and our clients include sevu‘a!gol COUrses.
 about our work and how we can help you,

& mwwmwaifem.uk. : . T

Head Ofice: Kent Widiife Trust, Tyland Bam, Sandiing, Makistone, Kent ME 14 38D
Ted: 01622 662012 Fax. 01622 671390 www kentwaldlifetrust org. uk info@kentwidife.org.uk
Registered Charnly No. 239502, A company limited by guaramee No. 633036

VAT Registration No. 874 842378

fumﬂaisn%‘
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www. kentwildlifetrust. org. uk

AV
wildlife

| TRUSTS|

LN @ GNID JPD JSRSEIS PUR HGETRIA,
0P eypopa @ GuipiAoid dugs puEssEn

'SJ8UI0 Jou pue saloads swos

186 Aew noA ‘ebeuiesp pue ABojoab pue
jlos ayj uo Bupuadaq asay) abeinooua
0} ue|d yuswabeuew Jnok ajg|nuuc) pue
‘eale Buipunowuns 3y} Ul paysiqelsa

ale saloads pue sjejqey sAleu Jeym
N0 pul4 @dedaspuE] JepwA 8y} 0} 85JN02
J106 JnoA jo sjenqey au yui 0y Ay

‘uonepaid

0} 8|qeIBUINA 3J0W aJe Asy) ausym
adeaspuel uado u| ino BulAy ploae pue
saul| 1ybiy se smosabpay asn samads jeq
awos ‘sidwexa Jo4 '(SIopLID JBaul| Se 0} pauajal salnauos ase jeym) sselb
18|18} Jo suiBiew pue s8aJ) Jo saUI| 'smeys pugipoom ‘smolabpay ‘sayopp Aq
payui aq pinoys asauy) ‘Aleap| siejiqey jo Asuea spuw B UIBJUIBW JO 8jea o) §i
s You-asiaaipoiq e Bumey vl sJojoe) A8y ay) Jo auo ‘esojaiay ) edeaspue| ay)
ybnouy; Buissadsip jo sAem senoiped aaey yoea os|e Aay] ‘jejqey Bunsau pue
siojepald wWoy 13)3ys ‘pooy) 0} se sjualwalinbas oyioads aunb aaey saioads Auepy

wayshsooe pue adeaspue| |eao] Jepim e Jo ped se Bunoe — sjenqey
|esnjeu Buiuolpe o} @acw ued a|pIw yaium ybnosy) siopwiod epraosd pue
Sauojs Buidda)s, se 1o ued seaJe yong
‘Aysianipolq |e20| aoueyus o} padojaasp
8¢ UBD JBy) Seale UIBjuod pue|
|esnynoube-xe JO pawIie|2as uo j|ing uaaq
@ABY JBY) $8SJN0D WHePOoW USAT ‘aJow
Jo sseak pp| Joj Juasald uaaq aney j1ey)
sjejiqey awos poddns Lew sease |ginjeu
Woy padojaasp ssem Yoym sasinod
JOp|O 1eNqey |esnjeu jo sease Buded
-uou o} ‘sybnos pue shevue) pabeuew
Alanisusjul ssa) ybnosy) 'saa) pue suaalb
pabeuew Ajybiy wou Bwbues sjenqgey
Jussayip poddns ued sasined Jjoo

SAIUWNH S O e Aase spaq
weibuu sop ged Jo pod Jsay B GNP 105) JUOISIET

'sa|d jeygey pue suibiew

sselb 'abpa pue|poom Se yons ‘sjejigey-010iw Ajpusui-ajipim Jo AIsiaap
e ajeald 0} pue siabeuew asinod Jjob Ausw Aq suop Buleq Apeale

»om ay) uawas|dwod o) paubissp aJe suonepuawwedas Buimo)o) sy
sadeospue| ueqin Jo puejuue) pabeuews Aj@AISUBUI LI 8JI|P|IM SO} SBUO)S
Buidda)s se 1oe ued Aay ] pue|sselb pue punoib aieq ‘spuod 0} pugjpoom
pue puejyieay woy Buibues ‘sjelgey jo Aeue apim B Juasald $8sinod |09

Managing your Golf Course
for Wildlife

Kent
wildlife

Trust

Large print version available by'calling 01622 662012,

Your iving landscape. Your living seas




